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to the Manioc Festival, he observes that " in fact all the
proceedings of the festival, including the combat as well as
the dances, are to be referred to the processes of the moon.
The combat signifies the conquest of the old moon by the
new one, as is often described in the myths ". In the festival
of ball-play the ball is the new moon, which, we are in-
formed, knocked off the head of the old moon. The object
of the festival of dancing on the painted tree trunk, as we
learn on the same authority, is the killing of the old moon,
whereby the road is cleared for the renewal of the new moon.
In the festival of the making of drums the drum is naturally
the dark moon, while an axe, which figures in the festival,
represents the new moon ; so does a squirrel, and likewise an
effigy of an ape, while the men who carry the effigy are
" lunar beings, representatives of the new moon ". Even in
the war-dance, which to a superficial observer might seem to
celebrate a victory over human foes, the vanquished party is
really the moon, for Dr. Preuss assures us that in it the
central idea is " the destruction of the moon ".
Similarly in dealing with the myths Dr. Preuss unmasks
the moon under all the disguises under which the cunning
luminary might hope to evade detection by a less instructed
European observer. It is, indeed, suprising to see how often
the moon turns up in the most unexpected places. To take
the first instances that come to hand in turning over the pages,
we are apprised that a burst water-ball is the dark moon,
who has had his head knocked off in the manner so character-
istic of moons ("erne Todesakt, die bezeichnend fur Monde
ist"} : the breaking of a staff signifies the waning of the
moon : the adversaries of the lunar being are themselves
nothing but new moons ; nay, the sun himself is the moon,
for can anything be more obvious than that the expression
" the pointed sun " is merely a circumlocution for " the
sickle of the moon " ? When a child is born and put in a pot,
we learn, no longer with surprise, that the child is the new
moon, which at first is invisible, while the mother, equally
as a matter of course, becomes the dark moon. A serpent
in a myth is not a serpent but the moon, the resemblance
of which to the reptile is too patent to require justification.
After this it is needless to observe that the parrot who lost